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Joe Hernandez, III, (E94015)
In Re: Abolishing Life With-Out Parole (LWOP) (Death by Incarceration)

Dear United Nations (UN) Human Rights ("Special Rapporteurs),
Thank you for giving me this opportunity to be heasd. I'm writing to provide you

with an update since my letter one year ago.

Over the last year I've had to endure a very difficult time as two close uncles and two
cousins have passed. One passed due to a brain tumorand three as a result of Covid—19.

On top of that, my mother also suffers severe health issues. She underwent a shoulder

surgery that unfortunately left her with blood clots. The day after she fainted and was placed

on life support. She lost her sight and still in recovery learning to talk and walk again.

Be‘wg sentenced to LWOP has again reminded us of being so powerless to change my6 circumstances.
Seeing my mom in a video visit two weeks ago, crying so hard because as > only son, she needs
me there next to her. I felt do helpless it tore at my soul causing me to cry there with her,
telling her how sorry I am for not being there for her.

LWOP is not a sentence to just punish a person for horrendous crimes, but is a sentence to
destroy the human soul with a message, "Your life is meaningless". Well, I refuse to believe tha
that because God created me for a good purpose. I'm here every day striving tobe a good husband
and father while also helping my fellow inmates to rise above their hurts, traumas,addictions,
and self-doubts. I've continued to participate in self-help programs (Victims Awareness,
Criminal and Gang Anonymous, & 12-Steps), and I am currently training my third éervice dog

for autistic children and wounded veterans, ("Maguire"). I am also the new facilitator

for our POOCH, dog, program training others to train service dogs. My dog willbe graduating

at the end of this year, around the same time I will be graduating from college to recieve

my AA-degree in Sociology! Yes I am REDEEMABLE. Theres so mush love and goodness in me that

I want to give away. After 29-years, remaining diciplinary free, my continued incarceration

does not serve the interest of justice any longer.

I call upon you today to please lend us your voice to eliminate LWOP and all extreme
sentences. There are so many other "Joe's" like me who are changed and ready to serve
and be * a part of a safer, stronger, healthier, and productive society beyond

these walls. LWOP is truly inhumane. The human race is better than that. Thank you.

Date: March 31, 2022
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